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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1.84(p)(5) 
because they include the following reference character(s) not mentioned in the 
description: Fig. 7B, reference character (730), Fig. 13, reference characters (321) and 
(322), and all of Fig. 14. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d), 
or amendment to the specification to add the reference character(s) in the description in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(b) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should 
include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if 
only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of 
an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

2. The drawings are objected to because Figures 9-12 lack reference characters to 
which the steps put forth in the figures can be identified. Corrected drawing sheets in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should 
include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if 
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only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing 
should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the 
appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, 
the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief 
description of the several views of the drawings for consistency. Additional replacement 
sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the remaining figures. Each 
drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top 
margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If 
the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and 
informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the 
drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

3. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: On page 17, 
line 4, "12" should read "13". The disclosure also lacks a detailed description of figures 
9-12. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-5, 7, 9-13, and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 5220674 to Morgan et al. 

Regarding claim 1 , Morgan discloses an image forming apparatus management 
system comprises: a client machine adapted to issue a job instruction including a job 
condition (see Fig. 1 (18), column 6 lines 17-20, column 6 line 55-column 7 line 5, and 
column 7 lines 11-19), an image forming apparatus having a parameter adjustment unit 
(print controller (29) in conjunction with resource manager (44)), the image forming 
apparatus being set a value of a parameter accordance with the job instruction (see Fig. 
1 (16), column 6 lines 11 -14 and 39-50, column 7 lines 20-29, and column 8 line 60- 
column 9 line 3), a host server having an external database storing a plurality values of 
the parameter corresponding to predetermined job conditions, respectively (see Fig. 1 
(26), column 6 lines 39-50, column 7 lines 20-29, column 10 lines 38-40 and 48-51, and 
column 15 lines 19-33, reference shows a resource server containing a database of 
stored resources useful to the printers that is connect via a network to the client 
machines, which is analogous to the claim limitation), and a client server connected to 
the client machine, to the image forming apparatus, and to the host server, the client 
server enabling to communicate with the host server mutually (see Fig. 1 (10), the print 
server is analogous to the client server of the claim limitation as it serves the same 
purpose and function as that of the client server), wherein the client server transmits a 
external parameter request to the host server and transmits a value of the parameter 
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transmitted from the host server to the image forming apparatus (see Fig. 1, column 6 
lines 39-50, column 7 lines 20-29, column 10 lines 38-40 and 48-51, and column 15 
lines 19-33, reference shows that when a client transmits a print request that a printer 
does not possess the resource to properly complete, the printer sends a request to the 
print server to acquire the resource from either the resource server or the global 
database and then the desired resource is transmitted back to the printer, all of which is 
analogous to the claim limitation), and the host server retrieves a value of the parameter . 
meeting the job condition from the external database to transmit the retrieved value of 
the parameter to the client server in response to the external parameter request (see 
Fig. 1, column 6 line 39-column 7 line 29, column 8 line 60-column 9line 3, and column 
9 lines 43-59). 

Regarding claim 2, Morgan discloses the system discussed in claim 1 , and 
further discloses wherein the parameter adjustment mechanism is a plurality of the 
parameter adjustment mechanisms (see Fig. 1 (29) and (44), column 8 line 60-column 9 
line 3), and the parameter is a plurality of parameters (see column 6 line 39-column 7 
line 29, column 7 lines 46-58, and column 10 lines 48-51). 

Regarding claim 3, Morgan discloses the system discussed in claim 1 , and 
further discloses wherein the client server transmits the external parameter request to 
the host server in response to a request by the client machine (see column 6 line 55- 
column 7 line 29, reference shows that when a client transmits a print request that a 
printer does not possess the resource to properly complete, the printer sends a request 
to the print server to acquire the resource from either the resource server or the global 
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database and then the desired resource is transmitted back to the printer, all of which is 
analogous to the claim limitation). 

Regarding claim 4, Morgan discloses the system discussed in claim 1, and 
further discloses an internal data base storing a plurality of values of the parameter 
corresponding predetermined standard conditions, respectively, the internal data base 
disposed in one of the image forming apparatus, the client server, and the client 
machine (see Fig. 1 (29) and column 8 lines 60-63), wherein the client server 
determines whether the external data base is used or not (see column 7 lines 20-29 and 
column 8 line 63-column 9 line 3), when the external data base is used, the host server 
retrieves a value of the parameter meeting the job. condition from the external database 
to transmit the retrieved value of the parameters to the client server in response to the 
external parameter request (see column 7 lines 1 1-29), when the external data base is 
not used, the client server retrieves a value of the parameter meeting the job condition 
from the internal database to transmit the retrieved value of the parameter to the image 
forming apparatus (see column 8 line 60-column 9 line 3). 

Regarding claim 5, Morgan discloses the system discussed in claim 1 , and 
further discloses wherein the host server periodically updates the external database 
(see column 7 lines 50-58 and column 8 lines 43-47). 

Regarding claim 7, Morgan discloses the system discussed in claim 1 , and 
further discloses wherein when the client server transmits the external parameter 
request to the host server, the host server transmits a condition item information of the 
external database to the client machine via the client server (see column 7 lines 1 1-29), 
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and when a predetermined job condition item is selected at the client machine, the host 
server transmits a value of the parameter meeting the selected job condition item (see 
column 7 lines 1 1-29 and column 8 line 60-column 9 line 3). 

Regarding claim 9, Morgan discloses the system discussed in claim 1, and 
further discloses wherein the host server retrieves the value of the parameter meeting 
the job condition from the external database based on use condition of the image 
forming apparatus (see column 7 lines 1 1-29 and column 8 line 60-column 9 line 3). 

Regarding claim 10, Morgan discloses the system discussed in claim 1, and 
further discloses wherein the client server transmits the value of the parameter 
transmitted from the host server to the image forming apparatus before the image 
forming apparatus starts a job (see column 8 line 60-column 9 line 3). 

Regarding claim 11, Morgan discloses the system discussed in claim 1, and 
further discloses wherein after the client server transmits the value of the parameter 
transmitted from the host server to the image forming apparatus, the image forming 
apparatus automatically starts a job according to the job instruction from the client 
machine (see column 7 lines 1 1-29 and column 8 line 60-column 9 line 3). 

Regarding claim 12, Morgan discloses the system discussed in claim 1, and 
further discloses wherein if the host server has transmitted the value of the parameter to 
the image forming apparatus via the client server, the host server can receive job result 
information from the image forming apparatus via the client server (see column 7 lines 
11-19 and 30-42). 
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Regarding claim 13, Morgan discloses the system discussed in claim 1, and 
further discloses wherein the image forming apparatus is a printer to execute a print job 
(see Fig. 1 (16)). 

Regarding claim 15, Morgan discloses the system discussed in claim 13, and 
further discloses wherein the printer has an image information measuring section 
adapted to measure an image information on result of the print job (see column 8 line 
60-column 9 line 3), and the printer transmits the image information to the host server 
via the client server (see column 8 line 60-column 9 line 3). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C, 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 6 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Morgan as applied to claim 5 above. 

Regarding claim 6, Morgan does not disclose expressly wherein the client 
machine has a display section and the client machine can display whether the external 
database of the host server has been updated on the display section. 
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However, Morgan does disclose a client machine that can be used to add, 
delete, or modify the resources available to the printer (see Fig. 1, column 6 lines 17-38, 
and column 7 lines 50-58). 

Regarding claim 8, Morgan does not disclose expressly wherein the client 
machine has a job condition item display section and the client machine can display the 
job condition item information of the external database transmitted from the host server 
on the job condition item display section. 

However, Morgan does disclose a client machine that can be used to add, 
delete, or modify the resources available to the printer (see Fig. 1, column 6 lines 17-38, 
and column 7 lines 50-58). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to include a display device as part of the client machine and because the 
system as described by Morgan allows the user to add, delete, or modify the resources 
available to the printer, it would have been obvious to display this information on the 
client display device. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to allow the user to 
easily manipulate resource information and transmit print jobs to a printer utilizing a 
client machine with a display device, which is well know and commonly used in the art. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to modify Morgan to obtain the invention 
as specified in claims 6 and 8. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claim 14 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. Examiner believes that the storing of a 
parameter corresponding to the brand of print sheets in the external database is not 
suggested in the reference of Morgan and is not an obvious addition to the reference. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. To further show the state of the art refer to U.S. Patent numbers 
6515756 (Mastie et al.), 5537626 (Kraslavsky et al.), 5995723 (Sperry et al.), 6173295 
(Goertz et al.), 6188487 (Matsubara), 6567176 (Jeyachandran et al.), 6798530 (Buckley 
et al.), and 5680615 and 5778377 (Marlin et al.). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mark R. Milia whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7408. The examiner can normally be reached M-F 8:00am-4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Coles can be reached at (571 ) 272-7402. The fax number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Examiner 
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